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Too often the generalizations of social science -and this is as true in Asia as it is in the West -rest on the belief that the West occupies the normative starting position for constructing general knowledge. Almost all our categories -politics and economy, state and society, feudalism and capitalism -have been conceptualized primarily on the basis of Western historical experience. (Blue and Brook 1999) The Euro-American domination of world scholarship has to be accepted, for the moment, as an unfortunate but ineluctable counterpart of the parallel development of the material power and intellectual resources of the western world. But its dangers need to be recognized and constant attempts made to transcend them. Anthropology is a suitable vehicle for such an effect . . . (Southall 1998) 
